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Think about this before you buy
toys this Christmas.
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Several student-athletes stood
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SGA resolution asks to bring back KTCU j Jazz

By ALLIE BROWN
Staff Reporter

As the meeting doors of

Student Government Associa-
tion’s House of Representatives
opened, legislation flooded in.
Three bills and three resolu-
tions were voted on and passed

Tuesday at the weekly House of

Representatives meeting.

The bills, two of which called
for the allocation of a combined
$13,000 in funds toward univer-

sity projects, all passed unani-
mously.

However, it was one of the
resolutions that caused the most
debate.

A resolution to request the
immediate return of jazz pro-
gramming to KTCU FM 88.7
“The Choice” was passed by a
vote of 16-11 with four absten-
tions.

Justin Brown, Student Rela-
tions Committee chairman and

author of the resolution, said as a
member of the jazz community,
he feels jazz has been “successful
in increasing campus allure.”

“I think jazz is an important
art form to America and the col-
lege arena,” Brown said. “The
college community is where stu-
dents are getting the opportunity
to perform.”

Brown said as the title sug-
gests, he is only requesting for
the immediate return of jazz to

the program.

“We are requesting it and
looking at our options,” Brown
said. “If they don’t agree, we look
at community desire. We want
to work with KTCU, not against
them.”

Jace Thompson, Student Body
president, opposed the resolu-
tion because of the precedent he
believes it sets.

“When we start requesting for
immediate changes, what does

that mean for our organization?”
Thompson said.

Brown said he believes SGA
should be making changes.

“As SGA, we advocate and
meet to discuss grounds for
change,” Brown said. “I have
written over 30 pieces of legis-
lation, and we have requested
change for years.”

Jeff Yale, KTCU program
director, said he thinks the job
of the radio station is to increase

student listenership as the pro-
gramming needs of students
change.

“I have a lot of respect for
jazz,” Yale said. “There is a lot
of talent in jazz, but KTCU exists
to educate people in radio, and
one of the big things in radio is
programming.”

Music manager Kari Shuler
agreed but said she was still sad
to see jazz go.

See SGA, page 2
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Johnny James and Ryan Bates, who work for Lone Star Electric, look at the TCU banner they just attached to wires above the Christmas tree in front of Sadler Hall. The

poster and the tree will both be lit at 8 p.m. today at the annual Christmas Tree Lighting sponsored by the Programming Council.

Holiday spirit arrives with annual tree lighting

By LIZ DAVIS
Staff Reporter

It's beginning to look a lot like
Christmas, and TCU is spreading
the spirit with the annual light-
ing of the Christmas tree tonight
on the Sadler lawn.

Mr. and Ms. TCU, senior polit-
ical science and broadcast jour-
nalism major David Spencer
and junior Spanish and biolo-
gy major Lindsay Morgan Taylor,
will be conducting the ceremo-
nies, which will begin at 8 p.m.
and will include caroling, hot
cocoa and candle lighting.

As per tradition, Chancel-
lor Victor Boschini will do the
honors of lighting the tree, said
Natalie Boone, assistant director
of Student Government Associa-
tion.

The Programming Council
has decided to expand the TCU
holiday celebration this year,
said Aaron Wolfe, vice chairman
of Programming Council.

“This year, we wanted to
make this a bigger deal, along
the lines of Howdy Week and
Homecoming,” Wolfe said.

Programming Council want-

ed to think of something to get
the community involved and has
added a new twist to an old tra-
dition, Wolfe said.

After the chancellor turns on
the tree, there will be a three-
minute Christmas light show
with carols, ending with the
TCU fight song, Wolfe said.

Wolfe said former stu-
dent Michael McKenzie and
his company, the McKenzie
Group, are putting on the
light show.

The light show will be on
See CHRISTMAS, page 2

FOR YOUR INFO
Holiday Events

Christmas Tree Lighting:
8 p.m. today, Sadler Lawn

Holiday Craft Fair: 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Thursday and Friday,
Student Center Lounge

Holiday Light Show: 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. Thursday through
Dec. 21, Sadler Lawn

Late Night Breakfast: 10:30
p.m. to midnight Dec. 11,
Student Center Ballroom

New language minor
awaits approval vote

By CAROLINE LOCKWOOD
Staff Reporter

Italian enthusiasts may soon
get what they’ve asked for.

Out of popular demand by stu-
dents, the Department of Mod-
ern Languages and Literatures is
working to have an Italian minor

year, it blew up, and every class
now is full.”

Robin Wright, professor of
Italian, said her classes are full
with students from all differ-
ent majors including music, art
history, international communi-
cation and others interested in

by Spring 2008, said
Sharon Fairchild,
department chair-
woman.

“The creation of
an Italian minor
was driven by high

“

I have an
internship at
Vogue in Italy next

424 y

year, and I owe
it all to taking
Italian courses.”

Italian. She also said
she has students of
Italian descent take
her courses. She said
there is no need for
any experience to
begin the minor.

enrollment and Nicholas Lindsey said he
strong demand for Lindsey will enroll as an
the Italian courses,” international Italian minor in the
Fairchild said. communcations spring if it passes.

Before it is major He said students

declared a minor,
the AddRan Curricular Commit-
tee, Undergraduate Council and
University Council must approve
the subject, Fairchild said.

“We have been approved by
the Curricular Committee and
Undergraduate Committee, so
now we’re just waiting on the
University Council,” Fairchild
said. “We are not exactly sure
when the council will meet or
decide if it will pass.”

Fairchild said a schedule has
already been made for next spring
that will include four or five Ital-
ian courses. One of the courses
will be about Italian cinema.

“There will also be a study
abroad course in Italy worth six
credit hours,” Fairchild said. “This
will be a strong plus for the pro-
gram.”

In the past two years, Italian
has become a popular subject,
said Nicholas Lindsey, an interna-
tional communications major and
an Italian minor hopeful.

“When I took classes last year,
there was maybe a total of 35 stu-
dents taking Italian courses with
me,” Lindsey said. “But over one

should consider tak-
ing Italian because of the many
benefits they could receive. He
said he owes much of his success
to speaking the language.

“I have an internship at Vogue
in Italy next year, and I owe it all
to taking Italian courses,” Lind-
sey said.

Fairchild credited Wright for
the growth of the Italian pro-
gram.

“She has been very active in
organizing events outside of the
classroom including excursions
to the Fort Worth Opera and an
Italian conversation hour,” Fairch-
ild said.

Wright said the ultimate goal is
to someday have an Italian studies
major where students can study
more than just the language. For
example, if a student was inter-
ested in Italian architecture, the
student could take a course on
this with an Italian studies major,
she said.

Though an Italian studies
program is the long-term goal,
there is no time line of when a
major could be created, Fairch-
ild said.

Repairs completed in flooded hall

By VICTORIA PUENTE
Staff Reporter

The final repairs to Sam-
uelson Hall were completed
over Thanksgiving break after
a sprinkler head burst in late
October and flooded parts
of the building, said the hall
director.

Rachel Siron, the hall direc-
tor of Samuelson and Carter
halls, said repairs were made
to damaged walls, baseboards
were removed to allow water
to dry out from inside the
walls and the carpets were
cleaned before most students
moved back into their dorms
Now. 5.

“One room still needed to
have the carpet cleaned, and
we agreed to do that over
Thanksgiving break while
the resident was not incon-
venienced,” Siron said.

On Oct. 29, a jacket was
hung on one of the sprinkler
heads in a resident’s bath-
room, which caused the pipe
to burst and water to build up
and flow primarily into five
suites, said Craig Allen, direc-
tor of Residential Services.

The person who caused the
sprinkler head to break was
not a resident, Siron said.

“We always inform resi-
dents of the proper way of

using safety items, but this
was a guest of the building,”
Siron said. “We will be work-
ing to better inform our guests
of these policies.”

About 25 students were dis-
placed, Siron said.

“We’ve followed up and
continue to follow up with
the residents of those rooms
and made sure that we are
taking care of any questions
and concerns that they have,”
Siron said.

Most students chose to stay
with friends while repairs
were being made, but a few
students were temporarily

See FLOOD, page 2

Sustainability class to commence next spring

By VICTORIA PUENTE
Staff Reporter

A new “super course” will
consist of several experts from
different disciplines providing
a well-rounded understanding
of a broad topic called “sustain-
ability.”

The course takes a unique
team-learning approach coupled
with undergraduate research,
said Keith Whitworth, profes-
sor of sociology.

Whitworth will utilize his new
course model in “Sustainability
is Sexy: Social Justice and Envi-
ronmental Sustainability Across
the Global Economy” this spring.
The, course is concerned with

environmental stewardship, eco-
nomic development and social
justice issues, he said.

Experts in eight disciplines:
anthropology, business, criminal
justice, environmental science,
history, interior design, political
science and sociology, will pro-
vide insight into sustainability
from their fields of study, Whit-
worth said.

“It is set up on a team-based
learning approach where the
students will be in teams all
semester long and those teams
range from six to eight stu-
dents — research indicates it
is very effective,” said Whit-
worth, who has been trying

out the approach in two of his
courses this semester.

The teams will each conduct
research with the assistance of
the National Wildlife Federation
to determine the environmental
impact of TCU’s campus. At the
end of the semester the teams
will present their findings at the
Spring Undergraduate Research
Festival, Whitworth said.

“What they’ll be doing is
working on different compo-
nents of a greenhouse gas emis-
sions audit,” Whitworth said. “In
other words, they will measure
the environmental footprint of
the university.”

See SUSTAINABILITY, page 2
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Welch said he agreed the terminology
of the resolution was harsh but said that
pEims doesn’t necessarily mean the idea has to

SGA

_From page 1

FLOOD

From page 1

SUSTAINABILITY

From page 1

“I think try m;, to bring j ].u/ back is a re .1II\ be harsh.

great idea but there doesn’t need to be an “I think there can be compromise,” Welch
uprising in students,” Shuler said. said. “If that means reducing jazz airtime

Shuler said she likes jazz but supports  (from what it was before), then make that
the decision of the station. happen.”

Yale said he understands the different
points of view but overall the people work-

Chance Welch, a sophomore radio-TV- ing at KTCU have done what they feel is
film major and member of the House, said  best for the audience it caters to.
as a radio station that represents all students,
KTCU should represent all genres.

moved to different halls on
campus, Siron said.

“We provided tempo-
rary access cards, keys to
the other rooms on campus
and linens — as much as
we could do to make their
stay pleasant in another
building,” Siron said. “They
were allowed to access the
room during the day, we
just recommended they
didn’t stay there at night
because of the fans and
the loud noises and just to
ensure their safety.”

Senior nursing major
Sarah Bachman, a resident
assistant on the first floor of
Samuelson Hall, was the RA
for some of the dorm rooms

“Not all change is negative,” Shuler said.
“The music is still good now.”

“What we've done is try to make the sta-
tion younger but still keep it mixed,” Yale

“Even if the demand for jazz is not as  said. “Part of radio education is teaching
much as the demand for rock or country, how to program to a target audience, and
it’s still a demand,” Welch said. I feel like we've done that here.”

CH RISTMAS

From page 1

year, Chapman said.

Wolfe said he knows of students who
; T get very excited about giving gifts to kids,
every night from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. starting and they can’t wait to choose one of the
every 15 minutes until Dec. 21, said Kristen children’s cards.
Chapman, Programming Council chair. “The kids’ cards include information on
local kids, their names and ages, and a few affected by the flood.
things they want for Christmas,” Wolfe said. “I was really proud of
“There are usually essentials on the cards, them,” Bachman said.

“We will still be collecting gifts, and like clothes, but they also ask for toys.” “They did a great job of
there will be a toy line,” Wolfe said. Wolfe said the holiday events are a gift being flexible and work-
“This has become a tradition for a lot from the Programming Council to the stu- ing with us, which is the
of students.” dents. They start with coffee, donuts and most you can ask for. It

The Order of Omega, a Greek honors free music Tuesday and end with a late made the situation easier
society, sponsors the toy drive every night breakfast Dec. 11. for everybody.”

Wolfe said although PC is adding new
things to the tree lighting ceremony, the
old traditions are still strong.

Whitworth said he would like there
to be four or five other super courses
so students can have the option to
minor in undergraduate research.

Sarah Warner, senior sociology
major, has taken three courses with
Whitworth and participated in his Pur-
ple Bike Program and said she would
like to take the course next semester,
however, she already understands the
topic from her previous classes with
Whitworth.

“I think his learning environment
is really upbeat and positive, so any-
thing you are learning, he’s going to
make interesting,” Warner said. “He’s
really passionate about sustainability
and you can see that in his teaching
and his everyday life.”

Whitworth said his 9-year-old son
was the reason he became interested
in sustainability. He said he wanted to
expose students and the community
to the concept and teach them how to
use current resources so they are not
compromised for future generations.

“If we don’t begin thinking about it
seriously and making policies about
climate change and other things like
that then it may not bode well for my

child’s and your child’s future,” Whit-
worth said.

Patrick Kinkade, chairman of the
sociology department, said he support-
ed the promotion of sustainability on
campus and in the community, along
with several other professors who he
called the “greenies.”

“Obviously we are confronting a
variety of crises in the environment
and we, as a group of educators, need
to think about what best serves our
students in relation to getting them
attuned to this issue,” Kinkade said.

Kinkade said eventually he would
like a sustainability class to become
a required course for all majors and
would like to see a cultural change
toward the way both the university
and the larger community perceive
environmental issues.

The course is listed under the soci-
ology, anthropology and criminal jus-
tice majors.

Whitworth said another universi-
ty came up with the phrase “sustain-
ability is sexy” as an eye-catcher to
raise awareness about the concept of
sustainability. Although the phrase
is not included in the registrar’s title
for the course, he will use the buzz-
word when he refers to the three-hour
course.
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FOR THE HOLIDAYS AT ROSA’S!

Your last chance to save on these special deals this semester!

FREE’BEAN BURRITO Combination'Nachos

The next time you want to experience all
the sights and sounds of the city,

connect with The T. It's easy, convenient and lets you
enjoy the hustle and bustle while avoiding the hassle.
Wherever you want to go - from downtown to your
part of town - the best way to get there ison The T.

For more information, visit The-T.com or ask a TCU

T Team member.

Takes You Places

The-T.com 817-215-8600

iy P
Ride FREE with your TCU Transit Pass and ID

Students, faculty and staff

with any food purchase
S PN e
with'Student ID.

Any-Enchilada'Plate

plus tax with Student ID
(Reg. $3.99)

Don’t Forget Rosa’s Gift Cards
Make Great Stocking Stuffers!

plus tax
with Student ID

Offers good through December 17, 2007 at participating Rosa’s Cafes.

SAVE BIG during the Holiday Season!
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Offer not good with other special offers including 10
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