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Hon . Amon G. Carter, President 
FORT WORTH ST.AR TELEGRAM 
Fort forth, Texas 

Dear Mr . Carter : 

MEMBER 

COMMITfEE ON AGRICULTURE 

Yours of the 27th referred to the dangers of inflation . You 
did not discuss the necessity for econo:m,y in government, but; of course, that 
is evident, and I am ready to support such a program. I think that the only 
difficulty that will arise in regard to such a program will be the q_uestion 
of the relative need of various projects . It seems clear that many of the 
so-called civil works projects will be slowed down or completely stopped. 
I can find no fault with this policy even though it necessarily prevents 
the construction of a number of major reservoirs in :m,y own area which have 
been recommended by the Engineers . 

There are, however, certain instances where the work should be· 
speeded up rather than slowed down . I think an example of this kind is 
:found in Whitney Dam. Whitney Dml will shortly be completed {before the 1st 
of the year ). Work on the Dam itself is now probably more than 90% complete . 
There must, however, be a substantial sum spent in the re-location of rail­
roads in the reservoir basin. 

In addition, there must be a power house built . A power 
house is not a very expensive undertaking . The machinery, turbines and 
generators, is already being constructed, and some of it will be ready for 
delivery this Fal l . The power to be produced at this point is needed through­
out all Central Texas. We would like to feel that the greatest need for it 
was in the Eleventh District, but the facts are that most of this power 
would flow to Fort Worth . 

That there is an actual need for the power in the area seems 
to me to be clearly evidenced by the fact that the Texas Power and Light 
Company has heretofore contracted to buy power from three additional dams 
that we had hoped to see constructed above the Whitney Dam. In other words, 
the Power Company recognized that even after Whitney power came on the markei, 
there would still be need for a substantial block of power in this area . 
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Without this power I fear that all Cent ral Texas, including 
Fort Worth, will be at a very definite disadvantage in meeting the needs of 
defense industries . Our government cannot well afford, as I see it, to l et 
the Southwest go without the means of contributing to the defense effort . 
If this were a new project and if it were necessary to bould a new dam, I 
would feel differently, but this Dam is practically completed . The power 
house does not involve an expenditure of more than 5% of the total expended 
on the project, and yet, until it is constructed, the project cannot 
contribute to the defense effort. 

I call this to your attention because I know that you are 
interested in the welfare of the whole country and that you are particularly 
interested in the development of North and Central Texas. I know that your 
counsel is sought by those who make these decisions . I hope that if you agree 
with my conclusions as to the need for this power that you will see fit to 
urge the prompt completion of the power house at Whitney Dam. 

Thanking you, I am 

W. R. Poage, Congressman, 
11th Texas District 

WRP:h 




