
Amy Bean Boykin 

Two important people in the lives of children are parents and teachers. They give "roots" and "wings". Amy's 
parents (Albert C. and Sarah A. Kirkwood Bean) gave their children "roots" in Colmesneil, Texas and "wings" 
when they moved to Prairie View, Texas. The school bus route ended when Amy and her oldest brother Albert 
were of school age. Like the Beverly Hillbillies, her mother Sarah and father Cellie packed up the little home 
made furniture they had, along with an old dog, plenty of canned foods and chickens and headed for the "HILL" 
Prairie View, Texas. Her grand mother and Aunt Gertrude Tapscott hired Mr. Ollie Reed to bring them to the 
big city of Prairie View. A new day had begun in the lives of the Bean family. Before moving, Amy learned to 
wash, cook, iron, milk cows and baked a lemon pie at age 5. 

She and her siblings did not know that they were moving to a 200 acre farm where they would live as 
sharecroppers on the Birdie Wilson Estate in the Wyatts Chapel Community. Their chores on the farm were 
never ending-driving the third hand tractor, pulling corn, chopping peanuts, chopping cotton, pitching 
watermelons and bailing hay. Before purchasing an old tractor, their father plowed with 2 old mules named Alice 
and Mike. Everyone shared in planting and harvesting the crops. Their residence was an old renovated farm 
house on a dead end street which is now part of Loop 1098. 

Amy's father died while she was teaching in McKinney, Texas and she requested that a section of Loop 1098 in 
Prairie View be named in his memory. Mr. Jack Rafferty, (deceased) Director of Roads and Bridges for Waller 
County approved her request. The section of Loop 1098, (North-South) to Wyatt Chapel Road is Bean 
Road/Ferguson Heights. This location is part of the Birdie Wilson Estate of the 200 acre farm. 

Times were very hard, but that did not stop the Bean children-Albert, Dale, James, and later Richard and Edna 
remained at the top of their classes. Amy graduated from high school as valedictorian of her class and received 
a medal of good leadership. She was also chosen NHA Sweetheart and escorted to the ball by Willie Ray 
Reynolds ( deceased) Amy's first public job was baby sitter for the Howard Kinchelow family. After high school 
graduation, she entered Prairie View A&M College and worked in local restaurants-namely the Freeze King, 
owned by Mr. And Mrs Waddell Thompson and Clara Torry's Place as a waitress and car-hop. She was employed 
in the Prairie View Laundry, the Printing Shop, and worked in private homes. It was very difficult to get $50.00 
to pay her tuition fees for each semester; therefore, she knew she had to work. 

After graduation from Prairie View A&M College, Amy moved to Dallas, Texas where she lived with relatives 
and did substitute teaching in Ferris and Dallas, Texas. She also worked as a waitress at the Southland Life 
.Insurance Club while seeking permanent employment. To her surprise, the principal of E. S. Doty High School 
in the far North Texas town of McKinney called her for an interview. She was hired as English and typing 
teacher. She volunteered to help in the lunch room, the office of the principal, and served as senior class sponsor 
and chaperon. She was active with the Parent Teachers Association under the directives of Mrs. M. L. Bailey. 
Cecil (Amy's husband) served as Superintendent of Maintenance at the McKinney Job Corp and they both 
coached one of the little league (winning) baseball teams where their sons Ronnie and Johnny played. 

With the close ofE. S. Doty High School during the integration period, Amy was assigned to the office of the 
Superintendent of McKinney Independent School District as receptionist\secretary and liaison to the Director of 
Federal Programs. Changes were rapidly taking place during that integration period and Amy was offered a 
position as first grade teacher. She declined the offer and accepted a position as Administrative Secretary at 
Bishop College for the Department of Business;She was later named Associate Director of Student Activities 
and advisor for peer counselors. 

During the turmoil of the 70's Bishop College was under litigation by federal agencies. A request was made for 3 
clerical persons to help with typing and copying. Because of the confidentiality of the assignment, Amy was one 
of the 3 trusted secretaries to assist with the requests of the agencies. 



She is listed in the Outstanding Young Women of America book for 1981. 

The Boykins retired from the United States Air Force after 33 years. They continue to work as a team on many 
occasions. They have 3 children, 3 grand children and 11 great-grand children 



SOME OF HER ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
-Assistant Director for Student Affairs and Activities at Bishop College in Dallas, Texas 
-Organizer, The Bishop College Women's Club, Dallas, Texas 
-Secretary for the Department of Business, Bishop College 
-Sponsor\Founder for Gamma Sigma Sigma Service Sorority at Bishop College 
-President for the Carr P. College Chapel Usher Board, Bishop College 
-Pan Hellenic Council Advisor, Bishop College 
-Advisor for the Upward Bound Program at Bishop College 
-Volunteer for the Thelma Boston Home for Special Needs Children, Dallas, Texas 
-Senior Usher for Mt. Tabor Baptist, Dallas, Texas 
-Representative for the East Oak Cliff Sub Division of Dallas, Texas 
-Member, Senior Usher Board, Mt. Tabor Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas 
-Usher Board at St. Peters Baptist Church, Hempstead, Texas, Rev. Fred Thomas III, pastor 
-Member, Wyatts Chapel Baptist Church Usher Board, Prairie View, Texas 
-American Red Cross volunteer during the floods of 1994 
-American Red Cross volunteer for Rural Youth Day at the Dallas Fair 
-Integration March, Hempstead, Texas (Organizer, Dr. William Ferguson) 
-Secretary for several search committees 
-Administrative Assistant, Office of the President at Prairie View A&M University 
-Organizer and Participant, Bike-A-Thon from Prairie View to Dallas for Sickle Cell Anemia 
-Secretary for the Liberia Training Program, Prairie View A&M University 
-Secretary for Graduate School and Research, Prairie View A&M University 
-Chair an researcher for the Prairie View Training School Reunion for 2 years 
-Member, Pen and Pounders Club, Prairie View College, Prairie View, Texas 
--Organizer for the Desert Storm Support Group, Waller County 
-Volunteer for the American Red Cross Advisory Board 
-Volunteer for the USO-United Services Organization 
-Voter Registration Drive Coordinator 
-Hands Across America Project and Olympic Torch Participant 
-Volunteer, United Service Organization (USO) Bush Intercontinental Air Port, Houston, Texas 
-Volk Walk Participant, Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma, City, Oklahoma 
-USO Volunteer for the Wings Over Houston Air Show 
-Usher, St. Mark Baptist Church, McKinney, Texas 
-Campaign worker for 2 governors and many other legislators 
-Listed in the Outstanding Young Women of America book for 1981 

MEMBERSHIPS 
-Zeta Phi Beta Sorority 
-Gamma Sigma Sigma Service Sorority 
-NAACP 
-Phi Beta Lambda 
-Air Force Association 
-MOA (Military Officers Association) 
-National Trust for Historic Preservation 
-Prairie View Retired Teachers Association 
-Prairie View Alumni Association 
-Prairie View Athletic Club 
-Chamber of Commerce 
-American Legion 
-Red Hat Society 


