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FORT SAM HOUSTON, TeXe=====- Knowledge by the Germans
of American troop movements--and German intelligence in
general--during the North African campaign was devilishly
thorough, 2nd Lt. Amon G. C#rter, Jr. revealed at the Army
Ground and Service Forces Redistribution Station, Fort Sam
Houston, Texas. Lt. Carter, a former prisoner of war, is
awaiting reassignment at the station after being held cap-
tive by the Germans for 20 months. He was liberated by the
Russians.

Two days after he was captured, at Faid Pass in
Feb., 1943, early in the Tunisian campaign, a German inter-
rogator asked him questions of a tactical nature. Lt. Carter,
objecting to this type of questioning, stated that, as a
prisoner of war, and under the terms of the Geneva comvention,
he was obliged to give only his name, rank and serial number.

"Very well, then," said the interrogator, in effect,
"that is all I need at the moment." Using his neme as a
starting point, the interrogator proceeded to give Lt. Carter
the name of every officer in his battery, when his unit, the
l1st Armored Division, left Fort Benning, Ga., for overseas
movement, the name of the ship that transported the division
overseas, when and where the ship arrived in North Africa,

and other pertinent information.
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"You seem to know more than I do," Lt. Carter told
the interrogator. "I have a friend with the 27th Field Ar-
tillery Battalion--can you tell me where he is at the moment?"

"Your friend is about fifty miles north of here,"
was the casﬁal answer.

Lt. Carter, son of Amon G. Carter, owner and
publisher of the Fort Worth, Tex., Star-Telegram, was a
student at the University of Texas before entering the serv-
ice in July, 1941. He was not captured by the Germans, but
by a band of Arabs while he and some companions lay asleep
in the desert. The Americans were beaten and bound hand and
foot before being turned over to the Germans.

From Tunis he was flown to Palermo, Italy, then to
Capua in Italy. In Capua a German officer told him that the
further away from Cerman combat troops he was removed, the
worse his treatment would become.

"Te officer's prediction was true," Lt. Carter
admits. "He said German quartermaster troops would give us
rougher handling than the front-line soldiers, and that's the
way it turned out."

Often, in Ttaly, the Italians were responsible for
more shameful treatment of American prisoners than the Germans.

"They spat on us, threw rocks, and overturned our
stretchers that had wounded on them," Lt. Carter stated.

"Now they're our Allies."
Following internment at Capua, Lt. Carter was

transferred to Offlag 7A, near Kassel in Germany. Four months
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later he was taken to 9AZ, then to Offlag 64, 100 miles from
Warsaw, where he remained 19 months. He was at Stalag 3A
near Luckenwalde, 25 miles south of Berlin, when he was 1li-
berated by the Russians April 22 of this year.

Lt. Carter says the Russians wanted to remove him
to their own country for repatriation and processing, but
when American trucks came for the prisonesrs on May 5, he
hopped into one of the trucks and rode off with the Yanks.

Shortly after his liberation Lt. Carter visited
Luckenwalde. He chatted with the civilians, sounding them
out on various topics. Some Germsns at a railroad station
said they were sincerely sorry about President Roosevelt's
death.

"We," they added, "never were Nazis. We were
forced to submit to the dictates of the Party."

Several Germen soldiers with whom Lt. Carter had
come in contact sald they had 1llved in the United States.
One 67-year-old sergeant confessed he was once a dining car
steward on an Eastern railroad. Another, known among the
Yanks as "Chicago Joe," said he was formerly a policeman in
Chicago.

"Another guy, the Gestapo chief of a camp I was in,
said he ran an ice-cream parlor in Brooklyn," Lt. Carter said.
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