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Dr. John w. Ha r r ington, 
P. o. Box 1208 , 
Spar tanburg , S. C. 
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t' 
1964 , J\~a r ch 16 

I ,a s ~a ppy to hear f rom you , bu t sorry tha t you 
have deserted Texasl I have had the usua l intentions 
of vi s i t l n~ youe for t he past two years f bu t just don ' t 
seem to get around to things anymore. I believe the 
orig inal quota tion i s from Dr. Samue l Johson to the eff e ct 
t llat. Hel l l s puved wl t h good intentions . 

·'he forrra tion you so k i n:iy de s cr i b&d in det a i l na s 
boen f c~1 liar to lliG fo r s er a l y ear G, and i am gl ~~ to have 
&on& one alse e xcit ~d aoou t l ~ oe cause I fea r ed I 1a s the 
on ly onb . l t wac ~irst ~r @ught lo ~Y attent ion in 1959 . 
by a ~r . ~111 T. Scot t of Ual i f ornia , a f r amer reeldent of 
t hat c£:.,i o i tho wa ~ f am1l i a.r t1 1 th it ana , t.o on ce li v eC:: 
h e.r e c: l id lrnei,, ruy br o '~lle r . I have ga t he: r ed sue 1 ma ps a nd 
phot~s ·e ~l s as are ava ilutle , and once t ook a fe w 1odachromes 
f r·orn u p l ane on a flight to Midland . I l: av e a.&a.ee two ttri -o s 
to ~he Glte , nnd t h seco ~ t i□e t ook a one an i n ' cper:.dc nt 
e,eologis t :Z-ror..: I:r.i l l a s who formerly wort Gd r"'or Humble , i•r . m. J . 
Br ide . He got !{r. Sam Bishop of Midlar.d , a lso a Hum bl e man 
and sa i d to qu ite f am ilia r wi t h t he surf ace ge.lo~y of t he region , 
to join a . 

~e have a ll wal ked over it and around it and photographed 
i t fr·om many an~;l es on t he e round . I t hink we a re tru t hfully 
all up in the u_ r ebout wha t it is. I bel i e ve Mc Bri de , un
off icia. lly and non- pro f essio r:.ally , is inclined t o t hi nlr it an 
i mpace site ; I r a ther lean aga ins t it. Bi shop will not commi t 
himself. He doe s repor t t hat Gl enn Evans doe s not think it is 
of met eor itic orig in, but this is hearsay with me as I ha ve 
not talked to Glenn. There are two th ings t hat r eally put me 
in a dil emma : first, t he structure seems to be ~niq e in t hat 
region or in expaeures of geological f ormat ions of t h is age 
i n Texa s. Thia would surel y indicate t lrnt it i s not due 
to a s alt do~e, i gneous plug or any ordinary geological process 
as t hese would surely not be in evidence Just aingl,. The re 
is also not only the beaut1ftlly formed cra t e r wall but also good 
evidence of a secondary ring as would be hoped for under t he 
orig inal Boon-Albritton hypothesis . 

BUT- - evertJ ing is r emarkably regula r about the rocks 
and structure. The tilts, dips , and arrangements are just too 
symmetical and well formed. There is j llt no evidence of heavy 
crusbisg , jumbling or disa rrangement . If this wae made by a 
meteorite it was a remarkably gentle and well beha ved on~. 
It looks more like a hand-made arr~ ement created by a pl ayful 

g i antl 



I got a pair of the A~ricultural Dept. photos and 
these (taken on two diffetant runs of the pnane) give a 
marvlous stereoscopic effect and are most impressive. I 
don't have the maps readily available (you may guess my 
home is a meas of files, papers, pictures, etc.) but I 
think t he affai r is about 3/10 of a mile a cross. The 
walls are perhaps 10 to 12 feet high in olaces. 

Etrly in the game I wrote Virgil Bernes a t the U of T 
a.bou t lt, uut he says Carl Chelf has examined it and class1f1es 
it as e io~sil sink. Barnes is clearly incl.irf)d to accept this 
view and speaks of solution and settling. 

tm 
I found the u. s. G. s. had mapped right up/this 

but don't thlnk there is even an advance sh :et out con-
ainl? 6 t bid J'ormat ion. uoing back, I must mention the:b 

tner e are two much less conspicuo5s but ~o cy mind even more 
promis ing "a.a Lrob l emea 11 1n Tex a s brout5ht to my attention by 
o·i:.ners. I rr--a.<l ft very Lrlef ClOt,1Ce at)uUt ona 01~ neee at 
a !r.eetiri-t; of 'l'hc 1.e t eori t.i.ca.. Society a couple of years ago 
und t t.:.el''s: ruet IJr. £ug~ne ShoeGJaKer· . Bubaequently ne l e t 
uona.ld t.;J. St.on weet Carl Roa.en frol!l Denver here aad we w~nt to 
bot.n sl t~~ a~ ~at 1er~d r•oo'•a 1'rom tne e; ntrt1. d 1Hturbed area 
and d.J.BO fr .)ru the s aoe at1•a ,.,&. ecm Jil :1s m~ a.nu ruaumably 
und lstur ~d . hoaoh tuok t..he e t,o anve1· e:.n..: we to t.P.at 
them for nnoc:c 'Jy l"'lethoc B of tnermolurnlne scenee, ''.)Ui., t hat 
nas ueen er a year ago and apparently tne w rk 60 t side
tracked. I can toll you more abo~t tiese sites later. 

= Jetting back to the point, I told E ston about the 
Colo!!ndo Ji ty for at on uhen i:1e ras here 1 ~nd urged hirr. to 
g, ... t sor:ir: one ·ro 1 t. e Astro-gEJology Division to examine it: 
I ehm-:-ed h □ the photos. Ho a.nc1 Shoemaker were going to do 
some add i tonal work e.t Sierra Marl ere la.st f'a ll and were to 
Lry to ~et 1e Join them there and come on up to Colorado City. 
'Ihat had t o be postponed till this spring , and I am still vainly 
hoping to hear from them and have the s e men c ar:1lne the str'uc
ture on the ground. 

If I understand lt right, the 11 crat0r" 1s a ctua lly 
in the Triassic; the road runs between it and an outliHer 
of High Plains to the northwest (whc1h Bishop says is somewhat 
f~fferent from the typical Cenozoic of the Htgh ~lains in bein~ 
more indure.ted). You have perhaps noticed that ~n r ehn,""1 
is supposed to lie just to the SE but I never walked over far 
enough to tind it and doubt if I could identify lt. 

and thesfhaconatar •l~la are presumbly red Tr1aes1o sandstone 



and these actually slope inwards with a gentle (10°?) 
dip. The central bill ls highwr than thew alls and 
Bishop identif1es}tta probably basal Cretaceous oapoed with 
T~rt1ary. In the ring between the two, somewhat lower 
in elevation, a number of loose rocks have washed or been 
scatterd, including many iron oxide conc re tions which I 
think are supposafd to come from the Dockum bed s, as well 
~a T~la3s i c 3ra v ~ls ofa chert, etc. and some 1eces of a 
vcry - :_r r r q_ artz.ite . 

1" e secondary ring consists mainl y of a few dEt.a ohed 
hills to the S and E but can possibly be tr oed along 
oth r arcs . A pipe line ditch about 6 feP t deen was being 
du6 b'1twe n h e tJri mary w'.:.1.l ls an the Gcondnry hills wh~n 
w- WPrG lust t1 re, &n ~ocn l 2yara of w~ ~r sands tone 
t he rel, E:Ypo:1 ,_;(i sh owed E. <Hp of abo 1t 15° r1,:;. t tounr d '.? 
t~o ')P.n.., •n o~ '0 crqt-•:." . 't'hJ se~onj .,,..y ..,.11 [ll""' eort of' 
cu·J'lt.:z.-1.'.l.-_c, •:-j h 0en • lo fac~ of lo 1 l oD<:: to·-verc A t he 
c -ntcr- P.!1 1 

.... 1 .ort-:,r nt •• o') , .. - r-.~ .s ori -'-he ol.l tsi" . . 

• I c r\n S13c 1hy Ch~l f' t:\nd t::·,n:1 □ t inl-: 1"1 t r''!' o-r 
lun')ing , 11 -:.. !"'.' snl t or ~y"!'JSU::l ~rsso lV"?d a -r :-- nn1 ~~vn 
s 't ~ ~m1~1fil _ rine , !. ;3nt l:>~ cl:: to !'l- ';'tel" ~e tn wl-J.y 

only .!2..ll· 

10 1~ pu sa t ere ar t ,-,o • nolinGs "nd t he main 
wall 1s an untic linc? I o.ra of CO'...lr'S E' a.nytlin!:) but e 
geologint, so forgive my inept ter~inolo5y frn t1m8 to 
t irr,.., . 

I wo1ld be pl eased to see any K0 dachromes or copies 
you could spar e me and if you want anything more from me , 
let me !rno 1. 

' ~rP pu t he one with 
on di pl ay at s. M. U? Wh om 
there now? I feel I should 
whether anybody ls paying any 
them wi t h the proper esteem. 
you more. 

whom I left the meteorites 
lhould I see about them over 
resnue them as I don't know 
attention to thnm or ~eG~rds 

I lok fo ~ard to hearing from 

S1noerely, 


